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Fighting for the 99%
 J Raise the federal minimum wage to $15 an 
hour, as a step toward a living wage for all.

 J Free, high quality public education for all from 
pre-school through college. Full funding for 
schools to dramatically lower student-teacher 
ratios. Stop the focus on high stakes testing 
and the drive to privatize public education.

 J Free, high quality health care for all. Replace 
the failed for-profit insurance companies with a 
publicly funded single-payer system as a step 
towards fully socialized medicine.

 J No budget cuts to education and social 
services! Full funding for all community needs. 
A major increase in taxes on the rich and big 
business, not working people. 

 J Create living-wage union jobs for all the 
unemployed through public works programs 
to develop mass transit, renewable energy, 
infrastructure, healthcare, education, and 
affordable housing.

 J For rent control combined with massive public 
investment in affordable housing.

 J A guaranteed decent pension for all. No cuts 
to Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid!

 J A minimum guaranteed weekly income of 
$600/week for the unemployed, disabled, 
stay-at-home parents, the elderly, and others 
unable to work.

 J Repeal all anti-union laws like Taft-Hartley. For 
democratic unions run by the rank-and-file to 
fight for better pay, working conditions, and 
social services. Full-time union officials should 
be regularly elected and receive the average 
wage of those they represent.

 J No more layoffs! Take bankrupt and failing 
companies into public ownership.

 J Break the power of Wall Street! For public 
ownership and democratic control of the major 
banks.

 J Shorten the workweek with no loss in pay 
and benefits; share out the work with the 
unemployed and create new jobs.

Environmental Sustainability
 J Fight climate change. Massive public 
investment in renewable energy and energy-
efficient technologies to rapidly replace fossil 
fuels.

 J A major expansion of public transportation to 
provide low fare, high-speed, and accessible 
transit.

 J Democratic public ownership of the big 
energy companies, retooling them for 
socially necessary green production. A 
“Just Transition” for all workers in polluting 
industries with guaranteed re-training and new 
living-wage jobs.

Equal Rights for All
 J Fight discrimination based on race, nationality, 
gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
religion, disability, age, and all other forms of 
prejudice. Equal pay for equal work.

 J Black Lives Matter! Build a mass movement 
against police brutality and the institutional 

racism of the criminal justice system. Invest 
in rehabilitation, job training, and living-wage 
jobs, not prisons! Abolish the death penalty. 

 J Defend immigrant rights! Immediate, 
unconditional legalization and equal rights for 
all undocumented immigrants.

 J Fight sexual harassment, violence against 
women, and all forms of sexism.

 J Defend a woman’s right to choose whether 
and when to have children. For a publicly 
funded, single-payer health care system 
with free reproductive services, including all 
forms of birth control and safe, accessible 
abortions. Comprehensive sex education. At 
least 12 weeks of paid family leave for all. For 
universal, high quality, affordable and publicly 
run child care.

 J Fight discrimination and violence against 
the LGBTQ community, and all forms of 
homophobia and transphobia.

Money for Jobs and Education,  
Not War

 J End the occupations of Afghanistan and Iraq. 
Bring all the troops home now!

 J Slash the military budget. No drones. Shut 
down Guantanamo.

 J Repeal the Patriot Act, NDAA, and all other 
attacks on democratic rights.

Break with the Two Parties of  
Big Business

 J For a mass workers party drawing together 
workers, young people and activists from 
environmental, civil rights, and women’s 
campaigns, to provide a fighting, political 
alternative to the corporate parties.

 J Unions and other social movement 
organizations should stop funding and 
supporting the Democratic and Republican 
Parties and instead organize independent left-
wing, anti-corporate candidates and coalitions 
as a first step toward building a workers’ party.

Socialism and Internationalism
 J Capitalism produces poverty, inequality, 
environmental destruction, and war. We 
need an international struggle against this 
failed system.No to corporate “free trade” 
agreements, which mean job losses and 
a race to the bottom for workers and the 
environment.

 J Solidarity with the struggles of workers and 
oppressed peoples internationally: An injury to 
one is an injury to all.

 J Take into public ownership the top 500 
corporations and banks that dominate the U.S. 
economy. Run them under the democratic 
management of elected representatives of the 
workers and the broader public. Compensation 
to be paid on the basis of proven need to small 
investors, not millionaires.

 J A democratic socialist plan for the economy 
based on the interests of the overwhelming 
majority of people and the environment. For a 
socialist United States and a socialist world. J

WHAT WE STAND FOR

info@SocialistAlternative.org

Michaela Ciovacco
Research Coordinator at 
Columbia Medical Center
Queens, New York

WHY I AM A SOCIALIST

@SocialistAlt
/SocialistAlternative.USA

)
Join SocialistAlternative.org/join.

I had thought of myself as a socialist about 
a year before Trump was elected. At the time 
I only saw the examples of socialism through 
Scandinavian countries that had adopted 
some social democratic policies. These coun-
tries seemed to value and take care of their 
people in ways that I knew America was not 
doing. Even though I was not conscious of a 
clear class system that discriminated against 
and exploited the mass of people in America, 
I did question why other countries could pro-
vide far better health care, schooling, and 
family planning to everyone while so many 
Americans were left in despair. 

It was not until Trump was officially elected 
that I felt an urgency to take action since 
I understood the immense inequality and 
injustice existing in America was about to get 

much worse. I saw that Socialist Alternative 
called for a mass protest the day of the elec-
tion where thousands of people rallied in New 
York City. After attending a public meeting, I 
was intrigued by the set of demands Socialist 
Alternative set forth. I had not considered an 
alternative to capitalism before joining Social-
ist Alternative and that working towards this 
alternative could resolve many of the world 
issues that loomed over me. As I continue 
on my journey of struggle I am able to use 
the socialist perspective to understand the 
seemingly random injustices of the past and 
present and analyze them within the broader 
context of a history of struggle while helping 
to formulate solutions for the future. J

Eljeer Hawkins

On June 29, in a crushing defeat for 
the Irish political establishment, the jury 
in the #jobstownnotguilty case in Dublin 
unanimously found all six defendants 
not guilty of the “false imprisonment” 
of former Deputy Prime Minister, Joan 
Burton.

Two and a half years ago in Ireland, 
nationwide protests against water charges 
- a new double tax - were building steadily.  
Joan Burton, a leading government min-
ister and a member of the misnamed 
Labour Party, attended a graduation cer-
emony for adult students at An Cosan 
community centre in Jobstown, a working-
class community which had felt the brunt 
of the austerity measures.

A protest was quickly organised by 
anti-water-charges activists. Members 
of the Socialist Party - part of the Com-
mittee for a Workers International, with 
which Socialist Alternative is in solidarity 
-- including Paul Murphy, the parliamen-
tary representative (TD) for the area, and 
two local councillors --  joined the protest. 
Burton attempted to avoid hearing the 
protesters’ complaints by ducking out the 
back of the building to a waiting Garda 
(police) car, but the car was quickly sur-
rounded by the protesters, determined to 
have their voices heard. A two-hour stand-
off followed with Burton remaining in the 
car until a deal was brokered for the car to 
back out slowly.

Incredibly, the state then charged 18 

people with “false imprisonment” essen-
tially kidnapping, a charge which can carry 
a sentence of life imprisonment. The trial 
of the first six, including Paul Murphy and 
two councillors, which just concluded, 
lasted eight weeks. 

Lessons from Jobstown Trial
The Irish political establishment and 

Gardai invested tremendous amounts of 
resources in securing a conviction, and 
it failed. This trial was about criminalis-
ing dissent and punishing specifically 
the emerging political left alternative in 
Irish society. Systematic false testimony 
by Garda officers revealed a greater con-
spiracy within the state apparatus railroad 
protesters but this desperate manoeuvre 
failed spectacularly..

There is utter fear from the politi-
cal establishment in Ireland, continental 
Europe, and throughout the world of the 
power of working people fighting back 
against the agenda of neoliberal capital-
ism. Working people and youth are tired of 
austerity and its dire consequences.

In light of the not guilty verdict, wasted 
resources, and overall conspiracy by the 
political establishment, the Socialist Party 
has called for the remaining charges 
against the remaining  accused to be 
dropped immediately and an independent 
investigation on how high the conspiracy 
goes. .The victory is a powerful example 
of the working class solidarity and action 
necessary to defeat the political elite and 
its anti working class agenda. J

Not Guilty In Jobstown!
Ireland
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POLITICS

Toward A New 
Socialist Party!

continued on p. 11

Democratic Socialists of America  
Grows to 21,000

Philip Locker 
Socialist Alternative 
National Secretary

We are witnessing the larg-
est opening to build the socialist 
movement in the U.S. in decades 
and it is not just leftists who rec-
ognize it. National Review, a lead-
ing right-wing journal, published 
a breathless warning in March 
titled “Socialism’s Rising Popular-
ity Threatens America’s Future” by 
David Nammo, CEO of the Christian 
Legal Society.

The clearest manifestation of 
this shift was seen in the enormous 
support for Bernie Sanders, the 
self-described socialist, who is now 
the most popular politician in the 
country. Nammo correctly points 
out that Sanders is “not the cause 
of this movement in public opinion 
but rather an indicator of it.”

This rising support for socialism 
is driven by a growing disillusion-
ment with capitalism. 

Of course, what is understood 
by the term “socialism” is still 
quite vague and limited but it is 
not meaningless. Support for gov-
ernment intervention in the form of 
universal social programs like Medi-
care for All and free college, paid 
for by taxing the rich, has grown - 
especially among young people.

DSA Grows in the  
Era of Trump

It is against this background that 
we have seen a significant growth 
of organized socialist forces, espe-
cially the Democratic Socialists of 
America (DSA). As part of the out-
pouring of protest against Trump, 
DSA has grown from around 8,500 
on Election Day to about 21,000 as 
of early May. It is the largest social-
ist formation in the U.S. since the 
1960s, and it is well positioned to 
grow further.

Socialist Alternative welcomes 
that thousands of people are build-
ing a broad socialist organization. 
We are excited to work together 
with DSA members and all others 
interested in socialist ideas to build 
the socialist and anti-Trump move-
ments in a non-sectarian fashion 

Calvin Priest

Divisions continue to deepen within both 
major political parties, as the U.S. ruling class 
struggles for a way forward in the face of his-
toric social crisis and upheaval.

The health care debate has served both to 
expose the polarization within the Republican 
and Democratic parties and to further exac-
erbate it. While Republican attempts to force 
through some version of their vicious “Trump-
care” legislation have faltered again and again, 
the Democratic Party leadership has faced 
a new stage of revolt, particularly in Califor-
nia, as they fight to stem the growing tide for 
single-payer.

Facing a full blown movement for a Califor-
nia single-payer system on June 23 the state 
Democratic Party leadership abruptly pulled 
the plug. This graphically illustrates the con-
flict between the interests of working people 
and a party leadership beholden to corporate 
interests, including the the insurance industry 
and Big Pharma, who stand to lose billions if 
single payer is enacted. To add insult to injury 
the California Democratic apparatus fiercely 
backed former pharmaceutical industry lob-
byist Eric Bauman for state party chair, who 
then won a narrow and disputed victory even 
though Berniecrats dominated the recent party 
convention.

Just a few days after California State Bill 
562 was shot down, U.S. Senator Elizabeth 

Warren came out strongly for Medicare for All, 
setting the stage for a broader battle between 
the Sanders/Warren wing of the Democratic 
Party and its corporate establishment heading 
into the 2018 mid-term elections.

In Chicago, at the People’s Summit on June 
10, Bernie Sanders further sharpened his criti-
cisms of the Democratic leadership, saying “the 
current model and the current strategy of the 
Democratic Party is an absolute failure.” At the 
same time he continued to emphasize the key 
task of “transforming” the Democratic Party.

This is clearly the desire of millions of pro-
gressive workers and youth. But what would 
it take to turn the Democrats into a “people’s 
party”? Running individual Berniecrats for 
office will clearly not be enough. To even begin 
a serious struggle against the entrenched cor-
porate leadership would require building a pow-
erful mass membership organization prepared 
to fight to the finish against Pelosi, Schumer 
& Co.

To grow and develop its forces, this mass 
organization would need to take up bold cam-
paigning initiatives. Socialist Alternative has 
called on Sanders and key progressive organiza-
tions to organize mass rallies and occupations 
to defeat Trumpcare and fight for Medicare 
for All. If such a campaign had been taken up 
seriously by Sanders and others over the past 
months, it could have been used both to deal 
Trumpcare a decisive defeat and to begin devel-
oping a fighting mass organization, which would 

itself represent the outlines of a new party.
For the Democratic Party to serve the inter-

ests of the 99% it would need fundamental 
structural change. Its representatives would 
need to reject all corporate money. The party 
would need a binding party platform along-
side grassroots democratic structures to hold 
elected officials accountable. Representatives 
should take no more than an average worker’s 
wage, as Socialist Alternative’s Kshama Sawant 
does, to remain in tune with the interests of 
workers. Unfortunately, the vast majority of 
Democratic politicians would leave the party 
rather than accept this.

We believe that taking the Democratic Party 
at the national level out of the hands of these 
entrenched corporate interests is virtually 
impossible. Nevertheless the intense struggle 
taking place represents a critical development 
in preparing the ground for a new party.

This fall, Socialist Alternative will be joining 
with Draft Bernie and other organizations to 
hold a “Draft Bernie Town Hall” in Washington 
D.C. While Bernie may not attend, and a new 
party will not be launched at the event, with 
speakers like Cornel West and Kshama Sawant 
it can help push forward the debate; discuss 
strategies and tactics for the movement; draw 
a balance sheet on the efforts to reform the 
Democratic Party; and raise the banner for a 
“people’s party” that can provide a real alter-
native for working people. J

while honestly discussing political 
differences.

Historically, DSA was an anti-
communist, social-democratic 
trend that was committed to a long-
term strategy of transforming the 
Democratic Party. Following the 
Occupy Wall Street movement in 
2011, DSA began to change from 
an  organization in decline when a 
layer of younger, more radical ele-
ments around the newly-launched 
journal Jacobin joined.

In 2015, DSA threw itself ener-
getically into the Sanders campaign, 
laying the basis for its explosive 
growth following Trump’s victory. In 
this new situation, the DSA became 
a rallying point for many left-wing 
Sandernistas who were outraged 
by the failure of Clinton to defeat 

Trump. Its socialist 
profile and being seen 
as inclusive organiza-
tion strengthened its 
attraction to these ele-
ments looking to remain active.

DSA is an evolving organiza-
tion. Within it are a wide range of 
views on a variety of issues. There 
remains an important section of 
DSA that still maintains its tradi-
tional politics. But it appears that 
this wing is now a minority and that 
the new people joining are largely 
supportive of the more left-wing 
current around Jacobin. DSA’s  con-
vention in August will help clarify 
its politics in this new situation.

Among the new people joining 
DSA, the majority despises the 
Democratic Party establishment 

and is enthusiastic about build-
ing a broad-based socialist move-
ment. Some  share the position of 
Socialist Alternative that we should 
work outside the Democratic Party 
as part of a strategy of building a 
mass, membership based left-wing 
party.

But the DSA majority sentiment 
is more “pragmatic,” seeing the 
question of participation within the 
Democrats as a tactical issue. This 
coincides with the dominant mood 
on the left for a “Tea Party of the 
left” strategy.

Political Clarity Needed
The growth of DSA will pose 

real questions and challenges for 
how it should use its new influence 
to advance the struggle. Events 
will require a fuller discussion and 
debate about what ideas and pro-
gram are necessary to successfully 
build a new socialist movement on 
a solid, principled basis that can 
avoid repeating the failures of pre-
vious mass left formations.

Is their vision of socialism a 
social-democratic model where 

Democrats’ Divisions Deepen

DSA in New York City regularly has meetings of hundreds.
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INTERNATIONAL

Corbyn’s Revolt:  
Five Lessons for the 
U.S. Resistance
Patrick Ayers

Jeremy Corbyn, the left-wing 
leader of the British Labour Party 
who is often compared to Bernie 
Sanders, came out of the recent 
U.K. election as the biggest winner. 
Here are five lessons for the U.S.

1. The world has changed.
On June 8, British politics was 

turned upside down. Theresa May, 
the Conservative Party leader and 
current Prime Minister, had called 
the snap election on a gamble that 
she could win a stronger mandate 
for her conservative agenda. 

Instead, her party lost seats 
while Corbyn’s party received 31 
more seats with 40% of the vote, 
up from 30% in the 2015 general 
election before Corbyn was leader. 

Youth turnout increased from 
43% in 2015 to 72% in this elec-
tion, and 65% of them voted for 
Corbyn. Labour won 12.8 million 
votes, the most votes since Clem-
ent Attlee was elected prime minis-
ter in 1945.

2. People want an alternative 
to establishment politics

The establishment that viciously 
opposed Corbyn is making all kinds 
of excuses to explain this election, 
but, in his election night speech,  
the Labour leader himself summed 
up why he did so well: “People have 
said they’ve had quite enough of 
austerity politics.” 

When the election was first 
called, it was predicted that Corbyn 
would be crushed. Polls in April 
had him below 30%. Theresa 
May announced she wouldn’t even 
campaign. 

From April to June, Corbyn 
gained 13 points in polls – in 
spite of a wave of horrific terrorist 
attacks, which typically strengthen 
the right wing. He also overcame 
a concerted campaign by the 
establishment, the mass media, 
and even leaders of his own party 
against him, his leadership, and his 
policies. 

3. The key reason Corbyn did 
so well was that he offered a 
bold, coherent, and radical anti-
austerity, pro-worker platform

Corbyn didn’t just say, “I’m not 

Theresa May.” His election mani-
festo offered a clear and coherent 
left alternative spelled out in spe-
cific policy proposals: a £10/hour 
minimum wage, big tax increases 
on the rich to to pay for health care 
and public services, abolishment 
of tuition fees, increased rights for 
workers, and renationalization of 
the railroads and postal service. 

The manifesto was a huge break 
from the austerity policies that 
have dominated Britain for the past 
three decades. The establishment 
ridiculed Corbyn’s manifesto, but 
his popular policies tapped into the 
anger of young people and workers. 

The Socialist Party of England 
and Wales, the sister organization of 
Socialist Alternative, said from the 
start of the election that “Corbyn 
can win with socialist policies.” 

The result was a huge confir-
mation of our perspectives and 
approach. Our comrades have now 
called for a bold program of action 
to mobilize youth and workers 
behind a strategy to bring down the 
extremely weak Tory government 
as soon as possible and to bring to 
power a Corbyn-led Labour govern-
ment on socialist policies. 

4. When the left offers a bold 
alternative to the politics of 
the establishment, racism 
can be pushed back 

Corbyn’s surge in support also 
helped wipe the racist UK Indepen-
dence Party (UKIP) off the map. 
UKIP’s vote collapsed from 12.6% 
in 2015 to under 2%. Part of this 

vote went to Corbyn.
This comes just a year after 

UKIP played a big role campaign-
ing for Britain to “Leave” the EU, 
otherwise known as Brexit. At the 
time, we argued against all those on 
the left who interpreted the vote as 
a right-wing shift in British society. 

In reality, the “Leave” vote 
was primarily a revolt against the 
establishment. But, because the 
left broadly supported the estab-
lishment’s “Remain” campaign, 
the right was able to capture the 
anger at the bosses’ EU and give 
it a right-wing coloring. The Social-
ist Party supported a “Leave” vote 
on a pro-worker, left-wing basis, 
defending immigrants and connect-
ing our stand to fighting the Tory 
government, austerity, and for a 
socialist Europe. 

Corbyn’s success on June 8 
shows that when offered a radical, 
coherent, left-wing choice, a sec-
tion of workers can be won away 
from right-wing populism. 

5. This is just the beginning 
and we need to get organized 
for the battles ahead

In the U.S., there is a strong 
mood among young people, pro-
gressives, and workers for unity 
against Trump, racism, sexism, and 
the right wing. At the same time, 
there are real differences between 
Sanders and the Democratic Party 
establishment over how to fight 
Trump. Like Corbyn, Sanders has 
fought for a radical program that 
speaks to the needs of working 

Matt Dobson

Days after the British election, the Grenfell Tower block inferno 
fire in London has exposed the whole political establishment. It now 
cannot be clearer that austerity and wealth inequality kills, that the 
Tories and their system have an arrogant disregard for the lives of the 
working class and the poor. 

Witnesses describe heartbreaking scenes as people desper-
ately tried to escape. At the time of writing, at least 79 are con-
firmed dead. Many residents are sure that the death toll will be far 
higher than currently stated and that facts are being hidden by the 
authorities. 

The immediate causes of the Grenfell fire were the lack of a 
sprinkler system and recently added extremely flammable cladding 
panels. The deeper causes were austerity and gentrification.

There is massive anger at the local Tory council and housing 
management company that ignored the campaigns and repeated 
warnings of residents on fire safety, some of whom have been killed. 
In the aftermath, Prime Minister Theresa May has shown a lack of 
empathy. In her first visit to Grenfell, she did not meet survivors and 
families of those killed. In contrast, Jeremy Corbyn has gained sup-
port for his empathy but also by demanding that those affected be 
rehoused in the empty luxury apartments nearby.

Local working-class people, including survivors and those who 
have lost loved ones, have marched and demonstrated for justice. 
Protesters stormed and occupied the council and protested at 
Downing Street, chanting “bring down the government!” and rais-
ing demands around safe housing and the need to support those 
affected. Our sister organization the Socialist Party is calling for a 
worker- and residents-led inquiry into the fire. Tenants also need 
to be organized to fight for safety and against social cleansing and 
cuts, including organizing collectively to withhold rent. J

Grenfell 
Towers 
Tragedy

people.
There are similar divisions in 

the Labour Party, although the his-
tory of the two parties is very dif-
ferent. The establishment wing of 
the Labour Party – often referred to 
as “Blairites” after former Labour 
Prime Minister Tony Blair – sup-
ported the Iraq war and austerity, 
and they viciously oppose Corbyn’s 
leadership. 

Yet wehn they last led the party, 
the pro-corporate Blairites received 
10 points and 3 million votes fewer 
for Labour in the 2015 general 
election.

In 2018, the Republicans would 
need to lose 24 seats to be denied 
another majority in the House of 
Representatives. Right now, it looks 
like the Democratic Party establish-
ment is content to run another pro-
Wall-Street, Clinton-like campaign. 
The establishment Democrats are 
more interested in defending their 
billionaire donor base and the capi-
talist system than risking galvaniz-
ing the anger of wide layers of work-
ing people and raising expectations.

Both the U.S. and Britain face 
a historic crisis of capitalism. 
Through further attacks and by 

fighting against the idea that soci-
ety can be organized to meet the 
needs of all, big business will use 
all its power to make us pay for the 
crisis of their system. 

This will find a reflection in 
further bitter battles within both 
Labour and the Democrats, this 
will find a reflection in further bitter 
battles between the corporate 
wings of the parties and the grow-
ing left-wing insurgencies led by 
Bernie Sanders and Corbyn. Splits 
in both the Democratic Party and 
the Labour Party are inevitable and 
reflect the bigger intractable strug-
gle between the working class and 
the billionaire class. Socialist Alter-
native has explained that it is highly 
unlikely the Democratic Party can 
be reformed and that a new party 
will be needed (see page 3). 

Crucially, we need to get orga-
nized to win. We need mass move-
ments to resist right-wing attacks 
and to demand the change we 
need. Ultimately, working people 
need our own mass movements, 
organizations, and political parties 
independent of, and wholly against, 
pro-capitalist politicians and the 
billionaire class. J

Jeremy Corbyn’s program resonated with those fed up 
with austerity – especially young people.
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CAMPAIGNS

Historic $15 Victory in Minneapolis

Ginger Jentzen Campaign:  
Build a Movement for the 99% in Minneapolis

Claire Wiklund

Facing corporate and right-wing attacks 
under a Trump presidency, our healthcare, 
livelihoods, and environment are under siege. 
In Minneapolis, the campaign to elect Ginger 
Jentzen to City Council Ward 3 is fighting 
against corporate power by putting forward 
a serious, high-profile socialist program. Gin-
ger’s campaign is built upon years of move-
ment building in the Twin Cities, including the 
incredible victory of the $15 minimum wage, 
which grew under her leadership as executive 
director of 15 Now. The Vote Ginger cam-
paign is carrying that momentum forward to 
build a movement for the 99% in Minnesota. 

A Bold Program for the 99%
Minneapolis is at a crossroads. This is 

starkly apparent in Ward 3 - while working 

class people are increasingly priced out of 
the ward and the city, it is home to some of 
the fastest developing neighborhoods and 
the new, wildly unpopular, taxpayer-funded 
U.S. Bank stadium. The Democratic Party 
establishment in Minneapolis has repeatedly 
defended corporate interests over working 
people, as we saw in the movement for a $15 
an hour minimum wage. We need represen-
tatives like Ginger who fight unapologetically 
for working and oppressed people, refuse 
donations from corporate executives and big 
developers, and view the social power of ordi-
nary people as the key force of change. 

Ginger’s campaign offers a bold program 
to inspire working class movements: taxing 
the rich to fund affordable housing, mass 
transit, and health care programs; challeng-
ing big developers by strengthening tenants’ 
rights; and ending the undemocratic state 

pre-emption of rent control. We can make 
Minneapolis a city of resistance to the Trump 
agenda by fighting for full LGBTQ rights, no 
deportations, and an end to “stop and frisk” 
policing. 

A Socialist Alternative  
Is Possible

Unions that supported Bernie are support-
ing Ginger. The Minnesota Nurses Association 
and the Communication Workers of America 
have both endorsed Ginger, a crucial step in 
continuing the political revolution. Recent 
endorsements from the Democratic Social-
ists of America and the International Socialist 
Organization highlight this campaign’s poten-
tial for inspiring united front organizing and a 
wider discussion of socialist tactics. 

This campaign is actively building 

movements to resist Trump’s attacks and 
strengthen movements of working people 
– Ginger has already hosted Town Halls to 
mobilize for Medicare-For-All, resist Trump’s 
fossil-fuel agenda, and stop transit cuts. With 
over 50 volunteers at the door-knocking kick-
off in June, the campaign is off to a strong 
start. By establishing a network of “block 
captains” – local leaders who organize their 
neighbors - we are building a framework for a 
sustained movement. This campaign has also 
raised over $35,000 with over 500 dona-
tions from working people, showing that it is 
possible to build a viable campaign that’s not 
for sale to corporate cash.

Ultimately Ginger’s candidacy offers a 
platform from which to organize for working 
people’s power in Minneapolis and a path 
forward to show that an independent political 
alternative is possible.J

Ginger Jentzen

Minneapolis is about to get a 
raise, and become the first Mid-
western city to enact a $15 an 
hour minimum wage! The proposal 
will benefit 71,000 workers, over-
whelmingly women and workers of 
color. Winning $15 in Minneapolis 
shows another way cities can push 
back against Trump’s corporate-
backed agenda.

In three short years, the fight 
for $15 in Minneapolis went from 
an isolated call from the far left to 
become the central slogan of the 
Minneapolis labor and progressive 
movement. Socialist Alternative 
was the first to popularize $15 in 
Minneapolis back in 2013, when 
Ty Moore came within 229 votes of 
winning in Ward 9.

Even after Kshama Sawant 
spearheaded a victory for $15 in 
Seattle in 2014, most in City Hall 
ignored it. Unions and community 
groups took up the demand, but 
first tested the strategy of lobbying 
City Hall, which is dominated by 
Democratic Party politicians. There 
are no Republicans elected, so it 

seemed straightforward that City 
Council would pass $15 when the 
Democratic Party formally adopted 
it into its platform. Nevertheless, 
most in City Hall refused to take 
any substantial steps forward. 

Socialist Alternative and 15 Now 
Minnesota urged that the move-
ment for $15 would not succeed 
if we limited ourselves to tactics 
that avoided a public clash with the 
local Democratic Party establish-
ment. This debate over our move-
ment’s political strategy came to a 
head, resulting in a section of the 
coalition moving forward with going 
around City Hall and putting the 
question of $15 directly to voters as 
a ballot initiative.

In a coordinated grassroots effort 
spearheaded by Socialist Alterna-
tive, 15 Now Minnesota, Neighbor-
hoods Organizing for Change (NOC), 
Centro de Trabajadores Unidos en 
Lucha (CTUL), and backed by the 
Minnesota Nurses Association and 
Communication Workers of Amer-
ica, we collected 20,000 petition 
signatures in just nine weeks.

A majority in City Hall were 
fiercely opposed to the ballot 

initiative, both 
because it prevented 
them from watering 
down the policy for 
their business back-
ers and because it 
would set a danger-
ous precedent, giving 
social movements 
confidence that they could rely on 
their own strength, not the political 
establishment, to win progressive 
change. Eventually City Hall relied 
on the Minnesota Supreme Court, 
dominated by Republican appoin-
tees, to block $15 from the ballot.

While losing the battle in court, 
the $15 movement had decisively 
won the wider war for public opin-
ion. During this bruising public 
debate, a poll showed 68 percent 
supported $15. As a concession 
to the public pressure, the City 
Council launched a formal pro-
cess to raise minimum wage, but 
did not explicitly set the target of 
$15. Despite previous disagree-
ments, the wider labor-community 
coalition for $15 has been broadly 
united behind pushing $15 to vic-
tory this year and blocking business 

attempts to impose a tip penalty or 
other big concessions.

The overwhelming public sup-
port for $15 encouraged Bernie 
inspired insurgent candidates to 
challenge anti-$15 incumbents in 
this year’s city council elections. 
In the end, most of the conserva-
tives on the City Council either lost 
Democratic Party endorsement 
outright, or were blocked from get-
ting the endorsement by pro-$15 
left challengers. 

After the experience fighting 
big-business ties in City Hall for 
$15, I decided to run for City Coun-
cil as well, though I chose to run 
independently of the Democratic 
Party. As my organization, Social-
ist Alternative, has consistently 
pointed out, the amount of sup-
port for my campaign, as well as 
the other pro-$15 left Democrats, 

shows that the Bernie mood for 
“political revolution” has not sub-
sided, and that ordinary people are 
hungry for change at every level of 
government.

The most important lessons 
from the three-year $15 an hour 
minimum wage campaign in Min-
neapolis is this: Working people 
cannot limit themselves to what is 
deemed necessary by the politi-
cal establishment and its ties to 
big business. We need to organize 
independently around our collec-
tive needs to get things done. This 
is how socialists fight for immedi-
ate reforms under capitalism in 
order to raise the confidence of 
working people to fight for more 
decisive change and ultimately to 
fundamentally transform society to 
reflect their own interests, to win a 
socialist world. J

Socialist Alternative Leads the Way

June 30, press conference after Minneapolis City Council passed $15.
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A Socialist Approach to Health Care
What Would Quality Universal 
Health Care Look Like?

Rob Rooke, Oakland

We live in a world of escalating inequality, 
not just in income, but increasingly in housing, 
education, and health care. The rich get more, 
while the poor live on the leftovers. Last year, 
eight billionaires owned more wealth than 50% 
of the world’s population. This year the number 
has fallen to five. Those without health care – 
or health care they can’t afford to use – are 
forced to make cruel decisions which can have 
life threatening consequences (see accompa-
nying box). 

The Republicans have no interest in provid-
ing health care for all Americans. Their corpo-
rate paymasters want to destroy the Medicaid 
program for the poor. Why? To use that money 
to fund their proposed big tax cuts for the rich. 
Even Trump, opportunistically, described the 
Republican House plan as “mean.” Savagely 
cruel is more like it.

But it is the market itself that has failed 
Americans. While the huge U.S. health care 
system outspends, per person, any other 
nation on the planet, even with Obamacare, 29 
million people are still without health care cov-
erage. According to the WHO, the U.S. ranked 
37th in the world for the efficient provision of 
health care, falling behind Morocco and Costa 
Rica.

Obamacare contained significant positive 
reforms especially the extension of Medicaid 
to millions more and preventing people being 
denied coverage based on pre-exising condi-
tions. But Obamacare is still a market-based 
plan that doesn’t question the parasitic role 

of the health insurance companies and other 
health care monopolies. 

Just five health insurance companies con-
trol 40% of the U.S. market, squeezing bil-
lions out of people who are in fear of getting 
sick. Additionally, the big hospital chains and 
the big pharmaceutical companies have made 
U.S. health care the most profitable business 
sector in the U.S. But the market is incapable 

– without government subsidies – 
of providing health care for those 
it cannot make a profit out of. It 
is out to cherry-pick patients for 
profit.

Single Payer /  
Medicare for All

The dysfunctional role of the 
market in health care is increas-
ingly being understood, resulting in 
a growing demand for a Medicare 
for All or single-payer system. In 
an April Economist/YouGov poll, 
60% said they favored Medicare 
for All and only 23% were opposed. 
Compare this with the 12% sup-
port for the latest Senate version of 
Trumpcare! 

Under a single-payer plan, the 

delivery of health care remains largely in pri-
vate hands, but the government replaces the 
patchwork of health care insurance companies 
as the “single payer.” This simplifies coverage 
and removes the insurance companies and their 
profiteering from the system. Such a plan could 
operate, at federal level, like an extension of 
Medicare, the government health care system 
for the elderly, extending coverage to all, regard-
less of the ability to pay.

A single-payer system should be funded by 
taxing the rich. The right wing and the for-profit 
medical companies have argued that a single 
payer/Medicare for all system will increase 
costs. But this is a lie. Administrative costs as 
a proportion of total health care expenses has 
doubled since 1980, according to a BMC Health 
Services Research study. In the same study, it 
estimated total billing and eligibility paperwork 
at $471 billion per year, and that a single-payer 
system would reduce this number by $375 bil-
lion. A single-payer system, by removing the 
myriad of insurance companies and paperwork, 
would also simplify and potentially shorten the 
road between getting sick and getting better.   

National Health System
While a single-payer would be a dramatic 

improvement over the current market-based 
system, it is not a complete solution to the 

health care problems. That’s why socialists 
support bringing all health care provision into a 
democratic, publicly owned system.

One of the most popular health care sys-
tems in the world is Britain’s National Health 
System (NHS). The NHS was established fol-
lowing the landslide victory of the Labour Party 
in the 1945 elections at the end of World War 
II, after which, the government brought all hos-
pitals into public ownership and made all doc-
tors employees of the national health plan. Its 
goal was to serve the people from the cradle 
to the grave.

Even after 40 years of continuous cuts to the 
welfare state by successive neoliberal govern-
ments in Britain, no political party can win any 
election if it even suggests cuts to the NHS. 
But, capitalism, while reluctantly accepting a 
national publicly-owned health care system, 
continues to attempt to undermine it.

A nationalized health care system would go 
a step further than a single-payer plan. The 
huge profits of the big hospital corporations, 
the so-called health care providers, would be 
eliminated entirely, freeing up social resources 
for patient needs. The pharmaceutical giants 
should also be brought into public ownership 
which would massively reduce the cost of pre-
scription drugs.

But, in this period of structural crisis of cap-
italism any public health system will be under 
constant threat from corporate political par-
ties. Neoliberal governments across the globe 
are continuously undermining and seeking to 
discredit all public services. Nothing public or 
free is safe from the circling vultures that smell 
the potential for profit. While national health 
plans exists alongside the market economy, 
capitalism will continuously be attempting to 
both undermine it and exploit it for profits. 
That’s why any step towards a publicly-owned 
health care system would also have to be 
linked to broader socialist policies.

Socialism and Health Care
Just as any successful health system needs 

to be freed from the constraints of business 
interests, so too, society as a whole needs to 
be freed from the dictates of profitability.

For example, a socialist government would 
bring the big banks into public ownership to 
break their death grip on the economy. This 
would free up the capital to invest in programs 
that really benefit ordinary people. Oil and 
energy companies would also be nationalized 

continued on p. 11

Socialist Alternative Calls For:
 J Fight for single payer at state level as part of 

building the movement towards Medicare for All 
nationally.

 J Tax the rich to pay for universal healthcare, free 
college and a massive overhaul of our nation’s 
infrastructure on the basis of renewable energy.

 J Bring the hospital chains and the pharmaceuti-
cal corporations into public ownership.

 J For independent candidates who refuse to take 
a dime in corporate cash and use their positions 
to build movements of workers, youth and the 
oppressed to fight in our interests against the 
billionaire class

 J Bring other key sections of the economy includ-
ing the major energy companies, the airlines, 
and the banks into public ownership. J

Protests in California in support of state single-payer bill S.B. 562.
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Trumpcare’s 
Lethal 
Consequences

A Socialist Approach to Health Care

Defeat Trumpcare 
Once and For All!

Marty Harrison, Registered 
Nurse, Philadelphia

“Nobody dies because they don’t have access to health 
care” claimed Representative Raul Labrador (R-Idaho) at a 
May 5 town hall. Republicans seem intent on testing this 
statement in practice. Trying to put the cat back in the bag, 
he later released a statement explaining that “all hospitals are 

required by law to treat patients in need of emergency care 
regardless of their ability to pay and …the Republican plan 
does not change that.”

With no background in health care and, apparently, no 
connection to any human being with a chronic illness, Mr. 
Labrador may not understand that common conditions like 
high blood pressure and diabetes, if left untreated, or inad-
equately treated, have serious consequences like kidney fail-
ure, stroke, blindness, and amputations. In fact, it is exactly 
the advanced stages of these chronic conditions that kills mil-
lions of people every year. 

When patients with untreated conditions finally arrive in the 

Emergency Department or on the operating room table, their 
disease has often progressed beyond our capacity, or abil-
ity, to treat. We have highly skilled, dedicated professionals 
with incredible technology at their fingertips, but not magic 
wands. We cannot turn the clock back. We cannot undo 
damage already done. We don’t save everyone. The prevent-
able or postponable complications of disease cannot be pre-
vented or postponed without routine primary care visits and 
basic medications, the very things Trumpcare would put even 
further out of reach for millions. One estimate is that Trump-
care would cause over 200,000 preventable deaths. J

Tom Crean

JUNE 30 – After weeks of secret 
backroom plotting, Mitch McConnell 
brought forth the Senate Republi-
can version of Trumpcare which was 
supposed to be much improved on 
the House version, derided even by 
Trump as “mean.” But as we pre-
dicted the Senate bill was always 
likely to be just as savage. This has 
now been completely confirmed.

The non-partisan Congressional 
Budget Office estimates that 22 
million would lose their health insur-
ance over the next 10 years under 
the Senate plan, as opposed to 23 
million under the House plan. Fur-
thermore, they estimate that the 
destruction of Medicaid will go even 
further in the Senate plan with fund-
ing declining 35% over the next 20 
years compared to Obamacare!

Trumpcare, if passed, would 
be one of the most vicious legisla-
tive attack on working people and 
the poor in decades. Trumpcare’s 
defunding of Planned Parenthood 
for a year is also a savage attack 
on women, especially poor women. 
Besides hatred and contempt for 
poor people generally, the Republi-
can leadership and their corporate 
backers salivate at the prospect of 

a massive transfer of wealth to the 
rich. Obamacare, despite its many 
flaws, represented a transfer of 
wealth to the poor and the working 
class, particularly because of the 
extension of Medicaid which now 
covers one in every five Americans.

Trumpcare Down But Not 
Out

The good news is that Trumpcare 
is in trouble. A number of Repub-
lican Senators are afraid of facing 
their constituents or trying to get re-
elected particularly in states which 
have benefited from the extension 
of Medicaid. This includes states 
facing the devastating opioid epi-
demic whose treatment costs are 
covered disproportionately by Med-
icaid. There are also right wing ideo-
logues who view Trumpcare as not 
going far enough, calling it “Obam-
acare lite.” 

But most of all Trumpcare is 
in trouble because it is so deeply 
unpopular. One poll showed sup-
port for the Senate bill at 12%! For 
the first time ever, more than 51% 
of Americans now have a favorable 
view of “Obamacare” according to 
the Kaiser Family Foundation. 

As a result, McConnell was 

unable come up with enough votes 
for a procedural issue to allow the 
bill to go to the floor for debate and a 
vote. Senators now go home for the 
July 4 recess to get a well deserved 
earful from furious ordinary people. 
But McConnell will continue in the 
coming days and weeks to try to 
buy more votes to get this over the 
line. As disastrous as Trumpcare 
could prove to be electorally for the 
Republicans in 2018, not repealing 
Obamacare would also be a major 
political setback after seven years 
of ceaselessly promising to do just 
that.

Beating back this bill would 
strike a blow to the whole Repub-
lican reactionary agenda. But if 
it goes down, it will be no thanks 
to the corporate leadership of the 
Democratic Party which has refused 
to mobilize working class people in 
the streets to stop it and which also 
refuses to support Medicare for 
All which is the real way to begin 
solving the health care crisis (see 
accompanying article).

Bernie Sanders has shown the 
way by recently holding rallies in 
Ohio, Pennsylvannia and West Vir-
ginia to pressure key Republican 
Senators. He has also promised to 
put forward a Medicare for All bill in 

the Senate. His position has grow-
ing support in the left of the party 
with Senator Elizabeth Warren now 
also coming out in support of Medi-
care for All.

But there is still time for a more 
serious mobilization. We call on the 
Democratic Party leadership, on the 
unions, Planned Parenthood, the 
AARP and civil rights organizations 
to call massive demonstrations in 
early July to bring maximum pres-
sure to bear on the Republicans.

As we go to press, Bernie Sand-
ers’ Our Revolution, the Democratic 
Socialists of America and other 
groups have called for peaceful sit-
ins at Republican senators’ offices 
on July 6. Socialist Alternative 
backs this call 100%; we are also 
planning protests for the week after 

the Senate returns.
We must also keep the pressure 

on to win state based single payer 
which would be a massive step 
towards a national Medicare for All 
system. In New York, we recently 
occupied the office of Democratic 
State Senator Simcha Felder whose 
sole vote prevented a single payer 
bill from going to Governor Cuomo’s 
desk. Likewise protests continue in 
California against the attempts of 
the corporate Democratic leader-
ship to kill SB 562 which has major-
ity support in both parts of the state 
legislature and overwhelming sup-
port from ordinary people.

The time is now to deal Trump 
and the Republicans a decisive 
defeat and throw Trumpcare in the 
trash where it belongs.J

June 30, Philadelphia Medicare for All protest called by Socialist Alternative.
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STRUGGLE

Trump Abandons Paris Accord

Corruption Leads to Savage Cuts at UMass Boston

Defend the Planet, Fight for Socialist Policies

Jess Spear

When Trump announced at the start of 
June that he was planning to take the U.S. 
out of the Paris Climate Agreement, almost 
no one was surprised.

The consequences of the U.S. leaving the 
deal are hard to predict at this point. But, 
suffice it to say that the U.S. is the world’s 
number two emitter of greenhouse gases 
produces more fossil fuels than any other 
country. Without the U.S. in the agreement, 
it’s hard to see how it can have any meaning-
ful impact on reducing the threat of climate 
change. 

Yet world leaders are refusing to reopen 
negotiations, claiming they are fully com-
mitted to tackling global warming and that 
“nothing can or will stop us.” A number of 
states and cities in the U.S. are following 
suit. 

Isolationism
Pulling out of the Paris agreement is sup-

ported by some manufacturing and energy 
industry capitalists. But even some in the 
ruling class who back Trump are dismayed. 
Their concern is about the diminished “lead-
ership” role for U.S. capitalism on the global 
stage that this represents. The majority of 
the U.S. ruling class also do not want to let 
their rivals dominate the growing renewable 
energy industry.

But for Trump, his administration is mired 
in crisis, and he knows he has to shore up his 
base around the idea of “bringing jobs back.” 
In reality, isolationism will lead to more job 

losses. As we have explained, no policies can 
bring back jobs in the coal industry. In our 
view, a massive state investment in retool-
ing the nation’s infrastructure on the basis 
of renewable energy is the real way to create 
millions of union jobs with retraining for all 
workers in polluting industries. 

What’s to Defend?
Anyone who understands what’s at stake 

and what’s actually needed to safeguard our 
future can see that the Paris Climate Agree-
ment is woefully inadequate. As we said at 
the time:

“The agreement reached recognizes 
the need to stay below 2 degrees Celsius, 
with aspiration to keep warming below 1.5 
degrees. But, the voluntarily set targets for 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions are 
non-binding and don’t kick in until 2020. If 

all of the targets are hit – which has never 
happened before – global temperatures will 
still rise by 3.5 degrees Celsius, two degrees 
more than scientists say is safe” (Socialist 
Alternative.org, 12/17/2015).

This verbal commitment would not have 
happened without massive pressure from 
below, from the 400,000 on the streets in 
NYC to the hundreds of thousands more 
that have marched and protested across the 
world. This pressure forced governments to 
admit that something needs to be done.

Capitalism vs. Our Future
But words are one thing, and action is 

another. Even the voluntary targets agreed 
to in Paris are unlikely to be reached. Before 
Trump even took office, the U.S. was likely to 
miss its target for 2025. The policies in place 
clearly don’t go far enough.

We are now three years away from the 
point at which scientists say we must peak 
in carbon emissions. There is no more room 
left for tinkering around the edges. Any party 
or politician that claims otherwise is either 
completely ignorant of the problem or lying.

Big business and its servants in govern-
ment have wasted 25 years denying the sci-
ence, spending billions on campaigns meant 
to confuse people: there were billions in prof-
its at stake.

Now, we need to link the anger at Trump’s 
assault on the environment to the anger at 
the Trump regime generally. We need more 
mass protests like the Earth Day and March 
for Science protests earlier this year. Trump’s 
action will spur the radicalization of the envi-
ronmental movement and will help many to 
draw socialist conclusions.

We Demand:
 J Our future over private profits – no to 

backing out of the Paris Agreement, 
keep to 1.5 C, step up the targets;

 J Massive investment in public transport 
and renewable energy;

 J Bring the big banks, big energy, and big 
farms into public ownership and demo-
cratic control;

 J A “Just Transition” for all workers in 
polluting industries, with guaranteed re-
training and new living-wage jobs;

 J A democratic socialist plan for the 
economy based on the interests of the 
overwhelming majority of people and the 
environment. J

Genevieve Morse,  
Massachusetts Teachers 
Association (personal capacity)

In the midst of a $30 million dollar debt 
crisis, the University of Massachusetts 
(UMass) Boston community is now facing 
further attacks on programs, layoffs of staff, 
and tuition increases. The university authori-
ties are seeking a 10% cut in both personnel 
and spending across all areas of the univer-
sity. This is on top of layoffs of adjunct faculty 
and the slashing of departmental budgets by 
nearly 20%. It’s likely that the administration 
will again increase tuition as much as 3-5%. 

The current fiscal crisis is a result of priva-
tization, structural underfunding and corrup-
tion that has plagued UMass Boston. A recent 

article by The Boston Globe again brought to 
light the corruption and political favoritism 
that led to the now-crumbling infrastructure 
of the campus. In a well-documented case 
from the 1970s, a commission investigated 
the construction of UMass Boston and found 
that bribery, extortion, and shoddy craftsman-
ship was directly involved (4/27/2017). They 
also found that this corruption was a regular 
feature of business deals in the state with 
both Democrats and Republicans brokering 
deals for their own benefit. 

Yet the students and staff of UMass 
Boston have to shoulder the debt for this bla-
tant corruption! Any new construction proj-
ects on campus have taken a longer time to 
complete because of the faulty construction 
done initially. Not to mention that UMass 
Boston sits on the former Boston city dump. 

Asbestos and contaminated soil are costly 
to remove and dangerous. Which is why the 
vision of rebuilding UMass Boston has gone 
so over budget. 

Although corruption has aided in the fiscal 
crisis, the severe underfunding of public 
higher education and privatization are mostly 
to blame.  Compared to other states, Mas-
sachusetts ranks 48th in state spending on 
higher education. The situation is so bad that 
spending is down by nearly 50 percent over 
the past 15 years, when adjusted for inflation 
and enrollment.

To battle back against these cuts and 
threatened tuition hikes, students, staff, and 
unions at UMass Boston must organize and 
mobilize together. We shouldn’t pay for their 
corruption and greed. There also needs to be 
active solidarity from students and workers 

across the UMass system’s other campuses 
and from the broader working-class commu-
nity which UMass serves. 

A campaign for a millionaires tax is being 
initiated and will be on the state ballot in 
2018. This is an opportunity to get money 
from those who can actually afford it by 
taxing the rich and big business. Approxi-
mately $1.5 billion would be raised by just 
increasing taxes by 4%. Incredibly, the very 
tops of the UMass administration oppose this 
tax, even though it would directly benefit the 
higher education system they work for! This 
shows we cannot rely on the administration 
to deal with the underfunding of our univer-
sity. We also won’t allow them to cut one 
more person from staff or to have students 
pay another cent for the banks to make their 
money off of public education. J

Trump’s decision to pull the U.S. out of the Paris Climate Accord has sparked protest.
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CAMPAIGNS

Affordable Seattle Hits the Doors

Philly’s Stadium Stompers Defeat Temple University Land Grab
Chuck Cannon

In early 2015, Temple University 
announced plans to build a $126 million 
football stadium in one of Philadelphia's 
poorest zip codes. Historically, North Phila-
delphia has been at the mercy of Temple’s 
insatiable drive to expand its campus and 
the wealth of its trustees. Through the 
tactics of divide and rule, they have pitted 
white students and black community mem-
bers against each other. Democratic Party 
politicians like City Council President Dar-
rell Clarke have long been in the pockets 
of Temple’s governing board, composed 
entirely of the super-rich. 

Since 2014, activists with 15 Now and 
Socialist Alternative had been pressuring 
Temple to raise wages for its employees. 
Temple always pled poverty, explaining that 
it could not afford to raise wages. The board 
could, however, find $126 million to build 
a new stadium. Upon hearing about these 
plans, activists called a town hall where 
hundreds of community members showed 

up, furious about yet another land grab by 
Temple that would force people out of their 
homes. 

An organization called Stadium Stom-
pers was formed, and a campaign began 
to stop Temple from constructing the sta-
dium. While almost all the people that 
activists talked to on doorsteps and street 
corners said they were opposed to the sta-
dium, many said that Temple couldn’t be 
stopped. Temple has always gotten what-
ever they wanted, and the community has 
always had to fight alone against Temple’s 
vast resources and political connections.  
Some activists, students, and community 
members also said that it was impossible to 
unite students and community members in 
common struggle, that the racial and eco-
nomic divide was too great. Stadium Stom-
pers pushed forward, however, determined 
to prove both these sentiments false.

On the other side, Temple and politicians 
like Darrell Clarke continued to attempt to 
divide the movement and pit students and 
community members against each other. 

Despite the uphill battle that Stadium 
Stompers faced, it organized and talked 
to thousands of students and community 
members about why the stadium was a hor-
rible idea that needed to be stopped. Sta-
dium Stompers also protested and engaged 
in direct action, interrupting meetings of the 
board of trustees, occupying streets during 
protests, and protesting at campus events 
to put pressure on the university. 

Temple underestimated the size and 
strength of the resistance that it met, and 
scrambled to do damage control. Over the 
course of the campaign, the president and 
provost of Temple were fired, and Temple 
delayed stadium plans and signed an exten-
sion with their current football home, Lin-
coln Financial Field. 

The campaign’s success was built on 
unity across racial lines, fighting for a clear 
demand, and through mass organizing. It 
shows that, with a determined campaign, 
fighting for a unifying demand with strong 
leadership and bold tactics, community 
struggles can win! J

James Kahn

“We! Are! Ready to fight! Housing is a 
human right!” chanted a crowd of 90 social-
ists, renters, and homeless activists. On June 
17, Affordable Seattle, a project launched 
by Socialist Alternative and Seattle Council-
member Kshama Sawant, held an opening 
rally and began door-knocking. Based on a 
program of building more affordable hous-
ing and rent control, we’re calling for a vote 
for two independent candidates in this year’s 
city elections: Jon Grant for City Council and 
Nikkita Oliver for Mayor. 

If you walk around Seattle and look up, 
you will see luxury high-rises, super-profit-
able corporations, and a construction crane 
around every corner. On the other hand, if 
you look around you, you will see a stagger-
ing 11,000 houseless people, a working class 
getting systematically displaced from their 
communities due to the fastest-rising rents 
of any city in the U.S. Even with the hard-
fought $15 minimum wage, a minimum-wage 
worker would have to work 87 hours per week 
to actually afford an average one-bedroom 
apartment (TheStranger.com, 6/8/2017).

Oppressed communities are facing some 
of the worst consequences of this. The for-
merly majority-black neighborhood of the 
Central District is now being rapidly dis-
placed. Since 2000 with the tech boom, 
average yearly income in Seattle has grown 
by $30,000 – and rent has skyrocketed – 
while average income for black families has 
actually declined. 

There is a similar story for the working-
class LGBTQ community, which was able to 
call the Capitol Hill neighborhood home for 
decades. That community is now splintering 
under the rising cost of rent. In what was pre-
viously a safe-haven neighborhood, there has 
been a surge in hate crimes.

In Seattle, people are fired up and ready 
to fight back against the big developers and 
rent-gouging landlords. That is why Socialist 
Alternative and Kshama Sawant launched 
Affordable Seattle as the next step to give 
expression to this anger. This movement 
fights for quality housing to be a human right 
and puts forward three core demands for 
working people to organize around:

 J Build tens of thousands of quality public 
housing units, paid for by taxing big 
business, and require that 25% of all 
newly developed housing be affordable.

 J Seattle needs rent control as an emer-
gency measure to address the crisis of 
out-of-control rent hikes.

 J Make landlords pay for economic evic-
tions: when rent is raised by 10% or more 
and forces a tenant to move, landlords 

should be forced to pay $3,700 for 
moving costs.

Already, the new housing movement has 
won some important initial victories, such 
as a ban on slumlords raising rents as long 
as there are housing code violations, shift-
ing tens of millions of dollars from the police 
budget to build affordable housing, and 
requiring landlords to offer a six-month pay-
ment plan for move-in fees and deposits. 
There is a burning need for more, and Afford-
able Seattle is a way to kick that fight into 
high gear.

Seattle has had years of the political 

establishment enacting developer-friendly 
policies based on enshrining the right to make 
profit off of housing. By building the grass-
roots movement 15 Now in 2014, Socialist 
Alternative and Kshama Sawant led the way 
in the fight to win the $15 minimum wage. 
Now we need to focus on building a housing 
movement to fight back against the develop-
ers and landlords.

That is why Affordable Seattle is support-
ing two political candidates who are clear 
about whose side they're on. Jon Grant is 
running for City Council and Nikkita Oliver 
for Mayor. Both candidates refuse corporate 

and developer money, and they have taken 
on these housing demands. Both are expe-
rienced activists and are running indepen-
dently of the Democratic Party. Nikkita 
Oliver is a leader in the Black Lives Matter 
movement in Seattle, and Jon Grant led the 
Tenants Union of Washington State. While 
Socialist Alternative does not fully agree with 
these candidates on every issue, their elec-
tion would be a powerful step forward for the 
growing housing movement.

Up to the city primary election on August 
1, Affordable Seattle volunteers will be put-
ting in over 1,200 hours of door-knocking to 
lay the foundation for this movement and the 
candidates who fight for these demands. We 
are building for a big launch rally on July 29, 
which will announce Affordable Seattle to the 
public and media as a force prepared to fight.

By organizing renters and communities 
around these core demands, we can build 
a movement that can push back against 
the influence of the big developers. Hous-
ing should be a human right, but as long as 
millionaire and billionaire landlords control 
Seattle’s housing stock, housing will be run 
for profits, not human need. Only publicly 
owned and operated housing can be ratio-
nally planned to make sure it is affordable for 
all, facilitate stable community-building, and 
actually make housing a real human right. J

For Massive Public Investment in Housing, Rent Control, and Independent Politics

Affordable Seattle door-knocking kickoff, Cal Anderson Park, June 17, Seattle.
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ANALYSIS

How the United Front Saved 
the Russian Revolution

The July Days and the Kornilov Affair

Erin Brightwell

The nine months of the Russian Revolution, 
from February to October 1917, were a period when 
events moved with lightning speed, when there 
were great leaps of consciousness. July and August 
were perhaps the most tumultuous months, encom-
passing the premature workers’ uprising in Petro-
grad known as the July Days, the period of reaction 
against the Bolsheviks that followed, and the right-
wing military coup attempt under General Kornilov. 

A Summer of Struggle
In February, the masses came onto the scene of 

history and ended the rule of the hated, autocratic 
Tsar, but the Provisional Government that followed 
solved none of the burning problems of the workers 
and soldiers who carried out the revolution – prob-
lems including the disastrous war, the food crisis, 
and the demand of the peasant majority to take the 
land from the landlords. On top of that, the capi-
talists were sabotaging production in the factories 
by gradually locking out more and more workers. 
Increasingly, the workers of Petrograd were drawing the conclu-
sion that the Provisional Government, dominated by the “social-
ist” Mensheviks and Social Revolutionary parties in coalition 
with the liberal capitalist parties, could not be trusted to end 
the war and develop the economy in the interests of all.

Leading up to the July Days, the Bolsheviks grew exponen-
tially with the demands of “All Power to the Soviets” and “Down 
with the Ten Minister-Capitalists.” The soviets – councils of 
workers, soldiers, and peasants – had far more authority than 
the Provisional Government to whom the soviet leaders had 
given the power.

However, the Bolshevik leadership did everything they could 
to hold back the surge for action among the Petrograd workers 
and soldiers in July. Petrograd was the most advanced part of 
the country, and workers and peasants in other regions of Russia 
would need more time and experience to reach revolutionary 
conclusions. A workers’ state limited to Petrograd would be dan-
gerously isolated and would likely undergo the same fate as the 
Paris Commune of 1871, which was brutally crushed by the 
French capitalist class and its allies.

When it became clear that the Petrograd working class 
could not be restrained, the Bolsheviks joined the demonstra-
tions against the Provisional Government despite their earlier 
campaign of discouraging them. After weathering the wave 
of protests, the Provisional Government unleashed a wave of 
repression against the Bolsheviks, including jailing much of its 
leadership, that forced the party into semi-underground work.

The premier, Kerensky, looked to the reactionary right wing in 
society – military generals, capitalists, representatives of foreign 
interests, and leftover monarchists – in an attempt to shore up 
his position. General Kornilov, head of the military in Petrograd, 
assured Kerensky that a regrouping of the right wing and military 
forces – with Kornilov at its head – could smash the Bolshevik 
threat and strengthen the government. In reality, Kornilov was 
plotting a bloody military coup to destroy both the Bolsheviks 
and the Provisional Government.

The Bolsheviks correctly recognized the grave threat that a 
military dictatorship represented to the working class, and they 
organized a fighting force to turn back the coup. In temporarily 
uniting with the Provisional Government to ensure the defeat 

of the far-right forces, the Bolsheviks maintained their pro-
gram, supporting all power to the soviets, although they did not 
advance this as a slogan at that stage.

United Front Tactic
The united front did not imply any compromise with or 

support for the Provisional Government or the Menshevik and 
Social Revolutionary leaders. The Provisional Government that 
found itself in power following the February Revolution had 
extended the war, opposed gains for workers like the 8-hour 
day, launched raids against the Bolsheviks, and imprisoned 
Bolshevik leaders. It, too, was an enemy of a workers revolu-
tion, but not as deadly in the short term as Kornilov.

As Bolshevik agitators introduced doubts into the minds of 
the soldiers, Kornilov’s forces disbanded and scattered. The 
railroad workers and telegraph workers directed a campaign of 
sabotage and misdirection against the plotters, and the work-
ing-class and revolutionary soldiers mobilized and organized 
armed bodies to defend Petrograd.

The unified mobilization of the working class was critical in 
defeating Kornilov. It can seem contradictory that the Bolshe-
viks would defend the Provisional Government from Kornilov. 
However, Marxists recognize that history does not go in a 
straight line, and the united front can win victories for the work-
ing class while exposing the inability of the liberals to act deci-
sively when faced with a clear and present danger. The failure 
of the leadership of the socialists and communists to unite in 
action against the threat of fascism allowed Hitler to take power 
in Germany in 1933.

At present, the highest priority of socialists and the left in 
the U.S. must be to inflict a decisive blow on the Trump admin-
istration and check the dangerous emboldening of the far right. 
The Democratic Party establishment, ostensibly the party of 
resistance to Trump, refuses to mobilize the working class. We 
need the widest possible unity of all sections of society targeted 
by this unhinged administration around a clear pro-worker, anti-
corporate program, while having an ongoing debate within the 
movement about the best strategy and tactics to defeat the 
right. This strategy can build the left, cut across the growth of 
the right, and hand the Trump administration a potentially fatal 
defeat. J

Elisabeth Wichser-Krajcik

With wages stagnant and costs of living skyrock-
eting, many Americans are looking for ways to earn 
extra money just to get by. Uber advertises that you 
can “be your own boss” and “get your side hustle on” 
by driving with them. Yet these advertisements are 
deceptive: like most low-wage jobs, driving for Uber 
is highly exploitative. Most drivers work full-time and 
receive few to no benefits. 

Under the guise of “sharing,” Uber  dumps the 
costs of operation onto the workers while pocketing 
the profits. Unlike a taxi company, Uber owns no 
cars; instead, drivers must provide their own car and 
insurance, while assuming responsibility for risks like 
accidents.

Uber uses app-based technology to boost profits 
at the expense of low-wage workers and communities. 
Many Uber drivers have voiced their frustration with  
constant wage fluctuations and the lack of adequate 
reimbursement for costs like gas or maintenance 
(NPR, 6/8/17). Uber drivers are suing to be reclas-
sified as employees instead of “independent con-
tractors” (UberLawsuit.com). Meanwhile, Uber has 
grossed $20 billion in the first two quarters of 2017 
(Bloomberg, 4/14/2017).  

Uber’s notorious cutthroat corporate culture, seen 
by some as a model for new technology companies, 
has thrown back workplace protections and rights. 
Uber has faced numerous scandals and lawsuits, 
including  the firing of twenty corporate employees 
and the CEO yelling at a driver for complaining about 
falling fares (The Guardian, 3/1/2017). When Uber 
expands into a new area, they often break countless 
laws and push legal gray areas into their favor. Many 
cities have public friction with Uber because of their 
willingness to disobey municipal laws that hinder their 
profits (CNBC, 9/2/2016).

Uber perfectly exemplifies the contradictions of 
the current capitalist system. Instead of developments 
in technology helping the working class, they are used 
to boost profits for the ruling class. And instead of 
creating fun and fulfilling jobs, driving for Uber entails 
low wages, long shifts, and a work environment domi-
nated by cutthroat corporate culture and exploitation.

Due to their ease of use, app-based car services 
are popular all over the world. We should fight to use 
this technology to improve the lives of drivers and 
riders rather than Uber’s insatiable drive for profits. 
With rising anger at Uber’s endless list of scandals, 
Uber drivers should seize this opportunity to organize 
and unionize! With the tools of organized labor, like 
strike actions and boycotts, Uber drivers could gain 
real benefits, a living wage, compensation for gas and 
maintenance, and paid time off. Some Uber and Lyft 
drivers have already begun organizing with the App-
Based Drivers Association. 

Beyond this, we need to bring corporations like 
Uber and Lyft into public ownership under demo-
cratic workers’ control. This could free up billions of 
dollars of wealth to invest in an expanded, free, and 
integrated public transit system while creating mil-
lions of well-paid jobs. That and much more is what a 
real sharing economy could produce. J

Driving Up Profits 
in the Age of  
Uber-Capitalism

General Kornilov and his officers arrested after their failed coup attempt.
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capitalism remains intact but with a strong welfare state? 
Marxists fight for every reform we can squeeze out of 
the ruling class, but we recognize that these reforms are 
fundamentally incompatible with capitalism in the long 
run as shown by the huge neoliberal attacks taking place 
in Europe. We link the fight for reforms to the need for 
a fundamental transformation of society which breaks 
the power of capital and establishes a new social order 
based on mass, democratic institutions of workers and 
the oppressed. 

More immediately, as a larger force, what will DSA 
actually do? What will its policy be in the debates that 
break out in the anti-Trump movement? Will DSA run its 
own candidates independently of the Democratic Party 
or within the Democratic primaries? How will DSA hold 
them accountable when they get elected or when they 
get elected to leadership positions in social movements? 
Does the DSA have a way to combat the huge pressures 
towards opportunism and careerism that such positions 
inevitably create?

New left forces can fall into crisis, sometimes quite 
rapidly, if they fail to get these questions right by measur-
ing up to the needs of the situation, as has been shown 
with the Chavistas in Venezuela or Respect in England 
and Wales.

The history of the past 100 years of the international 
workers’ movement has shown the power of an organized 
movement to win huge reforms. However, it also graphi-
cally demonstrated the bankruptcy of the ideas and 
strategy of reformism: the historically dominant political 
approach on the left of trying to fit the needs of workers 
and the oppressed within the framework of capitalism, 
or arguing that a socialist society can be gradually estab-
lished using the existing “democratic” mechanisms of 
capitalist society. 

In this existing class society you can’t please both the 
billionaires and working people. Those who try to appease 
the capitalists and workers tend to end up trying to limit 
workers’ aspirations and demobilize their movements. 

The example of SYRIZA in Greece is only the most 
glaring illustration of the complete inability of reformism 
to meet the needs of the working class in this era of 
capitalist decay. 

That is why, in our view,  a cohesive Marxist organi-
zation is needed that can systematically argue for revo-
lutionary socialist policies within the wider movement. 
Socialist Alternative is working to build such a Marxist 
force while collaborating with all genuine elements to 
also build a broader left.

For a New Socialist Party
Despite the huge threat of Trump’s attacks, the enor-

mous movement of resistance has opened a new period 

of mass politicization with huge opportunities for the left. 
Socialist Alternative urges DSA to take advantage 

of its rapid growth and dynamism to use this potential 
to launch a new, broad, democratic Socialist Party. In 
our view, there is an opening  to bring together the best 
forces on the left, and, more importantly, a new genera-
tion that is actively looking to fight for socialism. 

With a bold lead from DSA, a new party of 50,000 
to 100,000 members could be rapidly built. Of course, 
without further steps toward political clarification of key 
strategic issues such a formation would have an unstable 
character. Nevertheless, this would represent a qualita-
tive step forward for the socialist movement.

A new party should have a broad, federal-type char-
acter, allowing organizations coming from different back-
grounds to affiliate with full democratic rights. Socialist 
Alternative will bring our political ideas to the discussions 
in such a formation. It would allow different trends to 
join forces while collectively discussing and testing out 
the best way to build a fighting, socialist pole within the 
broader movement. 

A new Socialist Party would need to be a party of 
struggle. Our key power in this society comes from orga-
nized collective action. A new party should also boldly  
run candidates independent of corporate cash and inde-
pendent of the corporate-controlled Democratic Party.

Such a force could act as a forerunner for a much 
larger mass party when wider layers of the working class 
come to the conclusion that the Democratic Party is fun-
damentally a big-business party and  move to build their 
own political party. 

The rapid growth of DSA is an exciting sign of the 
radicalization taking place in U.S. society. A sense of 
urgency is needed to fully seize this opportunity. Com-
bined with a determined struggle to achieve the neces-
sary political understanding, program, and strategy, we 
can rebuild a powerful socialist force as a key part of 
the developing resistance to Trump and the billionaire 
class. J

as part of moving towards a renewable energy based economy. 
Under a socialist society, health care would be free, acces-

sible and democratic. Health care priorities for resources and 
research would be shaped by a public, democratic debate and 
discussion.

A socialist society in guaranteeing free college education 
could encourage hundreds of thousands of young people into 
the medical field. Freed from the dictates of the market and 
profitability, hospitals, clinics, and health care workers generally 
would have their fingers on the pulse of community wellness.

Those isolated under capitalism, those viewed as having no 
value, including the old and the disabled, would be a valued part 
of a socialist community, receiving both regular health care visits 
in their homes as well as having individualized social support. 

Women’s health, reproductive rights, as well as safe and free 
abortions would be guaranteed. Wellness would also be pro-
moted by bringing agribusiness and corporate food giants into 
public ownership and focusing on food production geared to the 
needs of a healthy population.

Single Payer Moves to States
Socialist Alternative supports the fight for single payer at 

state level as part of building the movement towards Medicare 
for All nationally. Medicare for All would be a huge step in the 
right direction: a step towards taking profit out of health care. 
But we should have no illusions. The full arsenal of Big Insur-
ance and Big Pharma will be mobilized to defeat this. In 2016 
alone, drug makers spent $240 million lobbying in Washington 
D.C., and the insurance industry spent $157 million. The health 
care industry represents a full sixth of the entire economy. Like 
oil companies that will never willingly walk away from oil in the 
ground, the big health care business interests will not walk away 
from what they see as their cash cow. 

The struggle to win single payer puts the corporate leader-
ship of the Democratic Party on the spot exposing their ties to 
the insurance and pharmaceutical industries. Simultaneously, 
as working people raise heat on the Democrats, the Democrats’ 
big financial backers will be raising heat on the them. A party 
cannot both represent the interests of working people and of big 
business. Socialist Alternative supports running independent 
and socialist candidates who truly support single payer and 
refuse to take corporate money.

The NHS in Britain was won during a huge post-war wave 
of revolutionary upheaval. Capitalism feared for its very future 
and was forced to make significant concessions to the working 
class in many countries. In the coming years, with neoliberalism 
stumbling, the idea of public ownership can make a comeback. 
The victory of single-payer in the U.S. will require a huge move-
ment of working people for capitalism to accept the burial of 
the big health insurance companies, and their billions in profits 
with them. This movement will not stop with single payer but 
will increasingly question the system that has made so much 
human misery possible.J

Socialist Alternative along with the DSA held a massive 
Socialsim Conference in Seattle this year.
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JUSTICE FOR 
THE VICTIMS 
OF POLICE 
VIOLENCE

THE WHOLE SYSTEM 
IS GUILTY

Protests against police violence have again 
erupted in recent weeks with the acquittal of 
the officer who murdered Philando Castile 
in Minneapolis, followed by the police kill-
ing of Charleena Lyles in Seattle. Just days 
later, the officer who shot and killed Sylville 
Smith in Milwaukee was acquitted. Nation-
wide, of 1,155 people killed by police officers 
in 2016, only thirteen officers were charged 
with a crime and none have been convicted. 
The fight to end police violence is tied up with 
the broader struggle against this brutal and 
unjust system. 

What follows is the text of the leaflet 
Socialist Alternative has handed out at pro-
tests around the country.

After three years of protests, police con-
tinue to murder black people and avoid 
jail time. In addition to police brutality, the 
black community faces disproportionate 
unemployment, less access to services, and 
lower wages. Racist policing is part of a sys-
temic problem that needs to be addressed 
with a powerful protest movement and clear 
demands for justice. 

Philando Castile’s killer will see no serious 
repercussions for his actions. Within days of 
this unjust verdict, Charleena Lyles, a preg-
nant black woman, was killed by Seattle police 
in front of her children after calling the police 
about a burglary. 

In order to get justice for Charleena, we 
can’t allow the police to investigate them-
selves. We need an independent investigation, 
including a hearing where community mem-
bers can confront the police chief and other 

top officers in full view of the public. This 
could lay the basis for establishing an elected 
civilian oversight board with full power over the 
police. 

Charleena lived in an area where the 
Seattle political establishment wanted to 
build the most expensive police station in 
the country – in reality, a militarized bunker. 
This was stopped by community campaigning, 
direct action, and the involvement of Seattle 
City Councilmember and Socialist Alternative 
activist Kshama Sawant.

United Struggle
The victory against the police bunker in 

Seattle shows that grassroots movements can 
overcome racial injustice. But to succeed, 
we need to organize sustained coalitions that 
build community support around the issues 
that people face every day like low wages, 
rising housing costs, lack of access to health 
care, and ongoing police brutality. The entire 
movement against Trump needs to unite with 
the struggle against racist policing. From Pride 
parades to union rallies to women’s rights pro-
tests, we must link up our struggles to defeat 
Trump and the billionaire class. 

Political candidates with experience in the 
black freedom struggle are emerging through-
out the country. We need elected represen-
tatives who help build movements and are 
independent of the corporate establishment 
that protects killer cops. We need more inde-
pendent candidates like Nikkita Oliver, a Black 
Lives Matter activist running for Mayor in Seat-
tle who refuses to take a dime in corporate 

cash and has a concrete platform of demands 
to dramatically improve the lives of working 
people. In Minneapolis, Ginger Jentzen, a 
Socialist Alternative member running for City 
Council, immediately reacted to the acquittal 
of Philando’s killer with a call to protest. 

Other activists against racism are running 
for office throughout the country with good 
demands, but they are mostly running as Dem-
ocrats. In every major city, institutional racism 
runs rampant and the corporate-controlled 
Democrats have done too little to change this. 
We need a discussion in our movements about 
the need for an independent force – a party 
of the 99% – that helps build a determined 
struggle against racism, economic injustice – 
and ultimately, the capitalist system that is at 

the root of these problems.

Capitalism and Socialism
Racism, sexism, poverty, and environmen-

tal destruction are all built into the founda-
tion of capitalism. In housing, health care 
and other aspects of our daily lives, it is clear 
that the “free market” has failed. We need to 
democratically control and publicly own the 
top 500 corporations to meet the needs of 
everyone instead of the wealthy few. Working 
people have the potential power to challenge 
and end this rotten system with systematic 
organizing, mass mobilizations, and strikes. 
Join Socialist Alternative in the struggle 
against racism and capitalism! J

Socialist Alternative says:
 J Jail the Killer Cops! For independent investigations carried out by community, 

labor, and social justice organizations as a step toward elected civilian oversight 
boards with full powers over the police.

 J For Economic Justice! Tax the rich and corporations to provide high-quality free 
education, jobs, and health care for all. For a democratically controlled economy 
that works for the many, not the few.

 J For a United Movement! All struggles against Trump should support the movement 
for racial justice with mass rallies and democratic decision-making. For an all-out 
struggle from below to drive out Trump and racist Attorney General Jeff Sessions!

 J We Need a New Party of the 99%! Build an independent political voice for working 
people, young people, and the poor that fights the injustices of capitalism, refuses 
corporate cash, and bases itself on grassroots movements.


