
Working people around the coun-
try and world are tremendously in-
spired by the struggle of West Vir-
ginia teachers! Your strike – battling 
for health care – against a callous 
billionaire shows an amazing exam-
ple of how workers, union and non-
union members, can fight and win  
against the vicious attacks on work-
ing people.  On Saturday, members 
of Communications Workers District 
2-13 members decided to go on 
strike – their determination inspired 
by the teachers’ grassroots move-
ment. Socialist Alternative is in soli-
darity with your struggle and below 
we include quotes from a few prominent members.

In her message to striking West Virginia public 
school workers Seattle City Councilmember Ksha-
ma Sawant wrote:

“As a Seattle City Councilmember, a 
rank and file member of AFT Local 1789, 
and a member of Socialist Alternative, 

I am writing to congratulate you on 
your inspiring struggle against the 
inhumane pay and healthcare costs 
imposed on you by the West Virginia 

Legislature. I thank the members and organizers of 
the American Federation of Teachers-West Virginia, 
the West Virginia Education Association, the West 
Virginia School Service Personnel Association, and 

other workers for standing courageous and united 
in this historic strike action.

“By inviting walkout votes from all public school 
workers across the state, regardless of union mem-
bership or job description, you have shown how 
labor unions, and the working class as a whole, 
can successfully fight when we stand together. By 
uniting teachers, administrative staff, bus drivers, 
cafeteria workers, and custodians in demanding a 
response from politicians in the state legislature, 
you have offered valuable lessons for us all.” 

Working people are feeling the brunt of horrific 
inequality at a time when billionaires are dispro-
portionately expanding their wealth. The twenty 
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wealthiest people in America  now own more than 
the entire bottom half of the nation’s population. 
Governor Justice of West Virginia, who brazenly 
said teachers and other public school employees 
should accept one or two percent wage increases 
and ballooning health care costs, is himself is a 
billionaire and one of the richest politicians in the 
nation.

Such incomprehensible wealth is possible only 
alongside the impoverishment of tens of millions of 
working people who 
make our cities and 
states run. Public 
services and public-
sector employees 
have seen draco-
nian funding cuts 
and relentless aus-
terity measures. Al-
ready the right wing 
and the Republican 
Party have attacked 
public sector un-
ions with “right to 
work” legislation in 
twenty-eight states, including West Virginia. The 
Janus case now being heard in the United States 
Supreme Court could dangerously pave the way for 
an even more precipitous decline in living stand-
ards and workplace rights.

 “Your strike has showed the potential for the la-
bor movement to put both the Supreme Court and 

the political establishment on notice, and to win 
victories, even in the face of attacks on the public 
sector.”  - Ryan Timlin, President ATU Local 1005 
(personal capacity)

What would happen if public sector workers 
coast to coast took united and coordinated strike 
action like you have done in West Virginia? Further, 
could the labor movement push back against the 
right wing and corporate politicians by running its 
own independent working class candidates? 

To win, the strug-
gle should continue 
and be broadened 
out including the 
possibility of soli-
darity actions from 
union and non-un-
ion workers. 

 “We will stand 
with you as you fig-
ure out your next 
steps. Your fight is 
our fight. Your victo-
ry will be our victory, 
and will be an ex-

ample to educators and other public sector workers 
around the country who are looking for a strategy 
to fight back against punishing budget cuts and at-
tacks on union rights.” - Stan Strasner, Vice Presi-
dent of the Seattle Substitute Association, Seattle 
Educators Association - NEA (personal capacity)  
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